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He is not here . He is Risen . 

St. John's Lutheran Church 
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP THEME 

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It 

was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” 

in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

(Please stand and face the cross)                         
OPENING HYMN ELW 858                             "Praise to the Lord Almighty!" The opening hymn sounds 

the keynote of the day. 

9:00 AM 

Assisting Minister: 

Chris Wise 

Acolyte/Crucifer: 

Enrique Jimenez 

Lector: 

Tom Donaldson 

Communion Assistant: 

Nancy Friedrich 

Mari Brooks 

Ushers: 

Cindy Merkel 

Darrell Merkel 

A/V: 

Brennan Whitehead 

 
 

11:00 AM 

Assisting Minister: 

Clarence Scott 

Acolyte/Crucifer: 

Clare Griswold 

Lector: 

Benny Smith 

Communion Assistants: 

Megan Venable 

Laura Trout 

Ushers: 

Angela Long 

Brad Long 

A/V 

Brennan Whitehead: 

 

Altar Guild: 

Before: 

Toni Wise 

Between: 

Megan Venable 

After: 

Angela Long 

Brad Long 

The altar flowers are given 

to the glory of God by 

Anna, John, Tad, Sharon, 

and Thomas in honor of 

Nancy McGalliard on 

Mother's Day. 

 

 

We are honored to 

welcome guest organist, 

Terrye Danner.  



 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

  Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Verse 1 Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! 

   Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed. 

   In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 

   Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

This prayer concerns the 

theme of the day and 

prepares us for hearing 

the readings from 

scripture. 

P: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great  

  shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in  

  everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-  

  pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and   

  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

THE FIRST LESSON                                     ACTS 9:36-43   
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 

was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. 

When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, 

the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, 

“Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he 

arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and 

showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter 

put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, 

“Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his 

hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 
This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he 

stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

P: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

In the First Lesson: 

Dorcas was a faithful 

and devoted woman of 

charity in the community 

of Joppa. Her kindness 

and her work with 

clothing were well-known, 

especially to the widows 

in town. When she fell ill 

and died, Peter raised 

her back to life through 

the power of prayer. 



 

 

THE SECOND LESSON            REVELATION 7:9-17  
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, 

saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And 

all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 

and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing 

and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 

forever and ever! Amen.” 

 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where 

have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to 

me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes 

and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15For this reason they are before the throne 

of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the 
throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not 

strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their 

shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes.” 

 

P: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

In the Second Lesson: 

Christ is the shepherd 

who leads his faithful to 

springs of the water of 

life. Christ is also the 

lamb who vanquishes sin 

and suffering. 

 

Psalm 23 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  



 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                 JOHN 10:22-30  
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus 

was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and 

said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 
Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s 

name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My 

sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will 

never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is 

greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are 

one.” 
 

P:     The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

We stand while the 

Gospel is read and speak 

acclamations after the 

reading because we 

believe Christ is present 

to us in the reading.  

(Please stand.) 

In the Gospel Lesson: 

Jesus responds to 

questions about his 

identity with the 

remarkable claim that he 

and the Father are one. 

Those who understand 

this are his sheep; they 

hear his voice, follow, and 

will never be snatched 

from his hand. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

MEDITATION                                                          Pastor John Tirro 

The meditation 

interprets the meaning 

of God’s word for our 

lives today. 



 

 

We sing this principal 

hymn in response to 

the Word which has 

been proclaimed to us. 

(Please stand.)                         
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 789       “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”  

APOSTLES' CREED ELW p. 127 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

This reference to the 

holy catholic church is 

to the church universal. 



 

 

With this prayer, we 

express our concern for 

the whole Church, for 

the nations of the 

world, for people in 

their various needs, and 

for our own 

congregation. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 

  world, and all who are in need. 

(Please kneel. Following each petition, respond with “Your mercy is great”.) 

A: You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing place 

  for all who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of baptism, and 

  send us forth as signs of your love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems and  

  restore species in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in balance and 

  harmony with our non-human neighbors. Hear us, O God. 

A: You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to judges, 

  lawyers, mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass incarceration, 

  empower processes of restorative justice, and encourage all who strive for healing 

  in our communities. Hear us, O God. 

A: You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or  

  depression, loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any need in your   

  shepherding care. Hear us, O God. 

A: This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering care. 

  Come close to those whose relationships with their families are difficult, and  

  console all who grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children. Hear us, O 

  God. 

A: You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your saints, we  

  rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection made known to us in Jesus, your 

  beloved child. Hear us, O God. 

A: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 

  with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen.

Those Remembered in Prayer: 
 

Michael Adams, David & Linda Cash, Pat & Charlsie Counts, 

 Al Gill, John Jessel, Dick Krogmann, Don McWilliams, 

Nancy O’Callaghan, Norma Peterson, Don Ray, Frances Ratliff, 
Clarence Scott, Pam Shealy, Keith Solt, 

Maxine Whistler, Ann Williams, Bill Wing, 

our seminarians: Jordan Baker, Caitlynne Fox, and Joe Ley, 

the students, staff, & mentors at Christenberry Elementary school, 

synod partners in Guatemala, and all those affected 

by the devastation of Hurricane Helene 
 
 



 

 

(Please stand.) 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 
 

 

OFFERING AND SIGNING OF THE PEW REGISTER 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                    “These are the Gifts”  

                     ~John Tirro 

We respond to God’s 

Word by giving our 

offerings for God’s work 

in the world. 

Offering plates will be 

placed by the font, for 

people to make an 

offering on their way in 

or out of the service.   

SHARING THE EUCHARIST 

(Please stand.) 

OFFERTORY REPONSE  ELW 361                
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Risen One, 

C: you have gathered us around your table of grace 

along with these gifts we bring. 

Come among us again, 

breathe your life into us, 

and enliven us with this meal, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

Amen. 

The offertory prayer 

reminds us that God is 

the source of all gifts.  



 

 

The words Jesus used in 

instituting the Lord’s 

Supper remind us of 

God’s wonderful works, 

invite us to receive the 

sacrament, and ask for 

the Holy Spirit to  

bless us. 

The Presiding minister 

greets the assembly 

and invites all present 

to give thanks. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

 places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

 Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 

 with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 

 to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

 church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

 unending hymn: 

P: The Lord with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

 

This prayer is based on 

Matthew 6:9-13 and 

Luke 11:24.   

LORD'S PRAYER 

LAMB OF GOD 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

COMMUNION 
Regarding the gift of Holy Communion, all are welcome!  This is God’s table, and there is a place for each of 

God’s beloved. Gluten-free wafers are in the small silver box on the baptismal font. 
 

An usher will direct you down the center aisle to the chancel stairs where you may: 

• Receive Holy Communion by intinction, taking the bread, dipping it in the wine, and consuming them 

together 

• Receive Holy Communion by the common cup, first eating the bread and then drinking from the silver 

chalice 

• Receive a blessing by placing your hands across your chest and embracing God’s love for you 
 

You will return to your seat by the side aisle. 
 

Again, all are welcome at God’s table; come and see that the Lord is good. 



 

 

(Please stand.) 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his 

  grace. 

C: Amen  

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 432                   “The Head That Once was Crowned" 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE                                

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 768                                        “Lead Me, Guide Me" 



 

 

May 

11 

4th Sunday of Easter 

Worship 

Faith Formation  

Mother’s Day Reception 

*Nursery 

*Children … Music, Lesson, 

Snack, and Craft  

*Youth … Games and 

Spiritual Gains 

*Parents …  Coffee and 

Conversation  

*Adults …  Bible Study 

Worship 

May 

12 

Staff Meeting 

APATT Feeding Ministry 

May 

15 

Highways and ByWays 

feeding Ministry 

May 

18 

5th Sunday of Easter 

Worship 

Faith Formation  

Graduate Celebration 

*Nursery 

*Children … Music, Lesson, 

Snack, and Craft  

*Youth … Games and 

Spiritual Gains 

*Parents …  Coffee and 

Conversation  

*Adults …  Bible Study 

Worship 

TODAY 10:10 AM  
 

Help us celebrate 

 all the Mothers in our lives  

with light brunch bits, 
Coffee, and tea in the  

Welcome Center 

 between services. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
This Sunday at 10:10 in the Fellowship Hall, we'll 

continue our series of meditations on the theology of 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer.   In our reading for Sunday, 

Bonhoeffer writes, "Whoever cannot be alone should 

beware of community," and "Whoever cannot stand 

to be in community should beware of being 

alone."  The reading also expands on those 

statements and offer good food for thought.  Join us! 

As usual, we'll meet for coffee, food, and good conversation.  

Stepping Stones Celebration 
Sunday, May 18 
 

At each service, we will honor our 

high school seniors, followed by a 

special recognition between services 

where folks can extend well wishes in 

the Welcome Center. 
 

Joe Ley graduated this past Friday, 

May 10, at  the Gettysburg Campus of United Lutheran Seminary.  Please 

join the St. John’s family as we prayerfully support his next steps which will 

include an ordination on Saturday, June 28 at 11:00 AM at SJLC!  



 

 

Youth Ministry 

Internship Opportunities 
 

Mission Statement: To equip youth with practical 

skills, spiritual growth, and community engagement 
experience. The Youth Intern Program seeks to 

foster leadership, responsibility, and service in young 

people by involving them in meaningful roles within 

the life of the Church. 
 

Opportunities:  AV Tech Intern 

     Youth Ministry Intern 
 

Eligibility Criteria:  Age…14-18 years old 

     Availability…5-8 hours a week 

     Skills...aligned with specific  
     roles 
 

Next Opportunity: June through August 
 

Questions?  Contact Sara at sara-@sjlcknox.org. 

YTD actual income $232,949; YTD budgeted income $242,955  

Variance $10,006 (income was less than budgeted) 

YTD actual expenses $222,509; YTD budgeted expenses 

$234,129 

Variance $11,620 (expenses were less than budgeted)  

Variance income to expenses $10,440 income was more than 

expenses  
 

Questions? Please contact Heather Wallace at 

heatherbpwallace@gmail.com or 773-351-9143 or Debbie 

Sweany at doubledcs@yahoo.com or 423-921-4812. 

Baby Shower for Kate and Andy’s Little One 

Saturday, June 7 | 12:00 Noon to 2:00 PM 

Sparks Fellowship Hall 

The congregation is 

invited to read Making 

Neighborhoods Whole 

over the summer as 

consider our next steps 

as a member of the 

inaugural cohort of the 

Flourishing Congregation 

Initiative. 
 

Details forthcoming, so 

get your copy now! 



 

 

Church Office 
544 N. Broadway, Knoxville, TN 37917 

865.523.3330 

865.524.7895•(fax) 

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9:00am - 4:30 pm | 

 Email:  INFO@sjlcknox.org • Website:  www.sjlcknox.org 

All readings and hymns are from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22059. 


