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He is not here . He is Risen . 

St. John's Lutheran Church 



 

 

 

 Welcome to  

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 

M i n i s t r y  S t a f f  
Senior Pastor 

Amy C. Figg Ley—amy@sjlcknox.org 

Pastor of Worship 

John Tirro—john@sjlcknox.org 

Minister of Music 

Deborah Dunne-Sousa—

sousa@esknoxville.org 

Senior Administrative Assistant 

Toni Denton—toni@sjlcknox.org 

Children, Youth, and Family Faith 

Formation Director 

Sara Whitehead—sara@sjlcknox.org 

Custodian 

Avery Green—facility@sjlcknox.org 

Nursery Attendants  

Mary Elizabeth Peterson 

Lisa Minton 

Kate Higgins Tirro 

C h u r c h  C o u n c i l   

Chris Brooks 

 cbrookstn40@gmail.com  

Ray Collins 

 drcollins@stcloudstate.edu 

Kris Hepler 

 khepler@ptpn.com  

Lisa Jimenez 

 splack@verizon.net  

Jason McLemore 

 j.r.mclemore@gmail.com 

Cindy Merkel 

 dcmerk1973@gmail.com  

Kelly Parman 

 kellyparman@msn.com 

Valerie Taylor 

 val-now@outlook.com  

Whitney Trujillo 

 wptrujillo2018@gmail.com  

Megan Venable 

meganemilyvenable@gmail.com  

Heather Wallace 

      heatherbpwallace@yahoo.com 

Chris Wise 

 wisect@tds.net 

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  
Beth Buehler 

Mari Brooks 

Susan Dowling 

Amy Figg Ley (Stephen Leader) 

 amy@sjlcknox.org 

Nancy Friedrich 

Alice Garrison 

Bari Gerbig 

Scott Griswold 

Clarke Hinkle 

Michael Holtz (Stephen Leader) 

 michael@michaelholtzonline.com. 

Debby Jones 

Pat Krogmann (Stephen Leader) 

 boomboomgolfpk@gmail.com 

Nicki Nye 

Margareth Olsson  

Mary Rimer 

Valerie Taylor 

Chris Wise 
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP THEME 

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 

relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that 

gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep 

shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by 

the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

(Please stand and face the cross.) 
OPENING HYMN ELW 392                                     "Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!" 

We have heard the words of 

resurrection and are now 

ready to worship with joy. 

The opening hymn sounds 

the keynote of the day. 

9:00 AM 

Assisting Minister: 

Sara Whitehead 

Acolyte/Crucifer: 

Josie Whitehead 

Lector: 

Chuck Maland 

Communion Assistant: 

Ann Rita Ditmore 

Ushers: 

Cindy Merkel 

Darrell Merkel 

A/V: 

Jeff Welch 

 
 

11:00 AM 

Assisting Minister: 

Valerie Taylor 

Acolyte/Crucifer: 

Kayleigh Brownlee 

Lector: 

Benny Smith 

Communion Assistant: 

TBD 

Ushers: 

Angela Long 

Brad Long 

A/V: 

Matt Whitehead 

 

Altar Guild: 

Before: 

Clarke Hinkle 

Between: 

Linda Welch 

Jeff Welch 

After: 

Brad Long 

Angela Long 

 



 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

  Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

This prayer concerns the 

theme of the day and 

prepares us for hearing 

the readings from 

scripture. 

P: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your 

fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one 

with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 



 

 

THE SECOND LESSON                            1 JOHN 3:16-24 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 

down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 

world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this 

we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 
20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 
22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do 

what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 

Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides 

in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

P: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

In the Second lesson: 

Jesus’ death on our 

behalf is the clearest 

demonstration of divine 

love. This is the very love 

we share with others, not 

just through our words 

but especially through 

our deeds. In sharing 

such love we fulfill God’s 

commandments. 

 

PSALM 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

(Please be seated.) 

THE FIRST LESSON                                      ACTS 4:5-12  
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 

priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When 

they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by 

what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers 

of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to 

someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to 

all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 

health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 

P: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

In the First lesson: 

Peter and John had been 

arrested the previous day 

because they were 

proclaiming the news of 

the resurrection to the 

people. In today’s 

reading, Peter is filled 

with the Holy Spirit so 

that he can proclaim 

salvation in Jesus’ name 

to the religious 

authorities. 



 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                              JOHN 10:11-18  

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 

the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do 

not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will 

be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 

life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 

this command from my Father.” 

 

P:     The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

We stand while the 

Gospel is read and speak 

acclamations after the 

reading because we 

believe Christ is present 

to us in the reading.  

(Please stand.) 

In the gospel lesson: 

In language that recalls 

the twenty-third psalm, 

Jesus describes himself as 

the shepherd who cares 

for his sheep. He is willing 

to die for them, and he is 

able to overcome death 

for them. 



 

 

 

(Please be seated.) 

MEDITATION                                                              Rev. John Tirro 

We sing this principal 

hymn in response to 

the Word which has 

been proclaimed to us. 

(Please stand.)                         
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 502                    "The King of Love My Shepherd Is" 

The meditation 

interprets the meaning 

of God’s word for our 

lives today. 

APOSTLES' CREED ELW p. 127 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

This reference to the 

holy catholic church is 

to the church universal. 



 

 

With this prayer, we 

express our concern for 

the whole Church, for 

the nations of the 

world, for people in 

their various needs, and 

for our own 

congregation. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

  church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

(Please kneel. Following each petition, respond with “hear our prayer”.) 

A: Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one  

  another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and serve 

  alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers in the gospel. God of 

  grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire scientists, 

  researchers, conservation organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of 

  caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the world around us. God of 

  grace, 

A: Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in  

  solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those with 

  power to share it and to use such power for good. God of grace, 

A: Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without housing, 

  victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with chronic illness or compromised 

  immune systems. Guide communities to actively care for people who are   

  vulnerable. God of grace, 

A: Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call us 

  away from things that distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply love 

  and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on the margins. God of grace, 

A: Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith. Strengthen us to share the 

  good news in our own day. God of grace, 

P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

  your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C: Amen.

Those Remembered in Prayer: 

Michael Adams, Anna Brownlee, Renee Busse, David & Linda Cash, Pat & Charlsie Counts,  

Hugh Denton, Laura Domitz, Al Gill, Sharon Graves, Michael Holtz, 

Jean Keener, Dick & Pat Krogmann, Annie Lefler, 

Don McWilliams, Nancy O’Callaghan, Don Ray, Pam Shealy, Rebecca Vath, 

Tom Wainner, Dave & Brenda Wayland, Maxine Whistler, 

Bill Wing, Ron & Jeanette Woodward, 

our seminarians: Jordan Baker, Caitlynne Fox, and Joe Ley, 

the students, staff, & mentors at Christenberry Elementary school, 

and those affected by political unrest, especially our partners in Guatemala 

 

Completed Life 

Ginnie Sorenson, Christine Rolik’s mother  



 

 

(Please stand.) 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 
 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                          “The Lord is My Shepherd” 

                         -Goodall 

We respond to God’s 

Word by giving our 

offerings for God’s work 

in the world. 

Offering plates will be 

placed by the font, for 

people to make an 

offering on their way in 

or out of the service.   

SHARING THE EUCHARIST 

(Please stand.) 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE                                        
 



 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Risen One, 

C: you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  

Amen. 

The offertory prayer 

reminds us that God is 

the source of all gifts.  

The words Jesus used  

in instituting the Lord’s 

Supper remind us of 

God’s wonderful works, 

invite us to receive the 

sacrament, and ask  

for the Holy Spirit to 

bless us. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



 

 

This prayer is based on 

Matthew 6:9-13 and 

Luke 11:24.   

LORD'S PRAYER 

(Please be seated.) 

COMMUNION 

Regarding the Sacrament of Holy Communion, all those who are baptized and profess Jesus 

Christ as Lord are encouraged to commune.  

For those who need gluten free wafers, they are available at the baptismal font, in the silver 

pyx. 

Those who prefer, may receive only the wafer.  

Additionally, there are individual communion sets in a basket on both front pews. 

If you are unable to come forward for any reason, alert an usher. Those who do not yet 

commune may come forward to receive a blessing. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Earlier in the service, 

the Gospel was 

proclaimed to the entire 

congregation; now it is 

given to each person 

individually as each 

receives the body and 

blood of our crucified 

and risen Lord.  

As the ministers give the 

bread and wine, they say 

these words to each 

communicant: “The body 

of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed 

for you.”  The 

communicant may 

say:“Amen.”  

Pyx (PIX; Middle 

English from Latin 

pyxis, a little box). A 

receptacle designed to 

hold the bread of the  

Holy Communion. 



 

 

(Please stand.) 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his 

  grace. 

C: Amen  

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 780                                        “Shepherd Me, O God" 

Text:  

Marty Haugen 

Music b., 1950, 

based on  

Psalm 23 

Music:  

Shepherd Me, 

Marty Haugen 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE                                

RECESSIONAL HYMN ACS 1062                                        “Build a Longer Table" 



 

 

The SJLC 
Minut

NEWSLETTER OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

APRIL 2024 

Church Events 

April 21 4th Sunday of Easter 

Nursery 

Children … Music, 

Lesson, Snack, Craft  

Youth … Games and 

Spiritual Gains 

Parents …  Coffee and 

Conversation 

Adults … Galatians Bible 

Study 

Family Eco Fair 

April 22 A Place at the Table 

Feeding Ministry  

April 23 Team Night 

April 25 Highways & Byways 

Feeding Ministry 

Via de Cristo Retreat* 

(April 18-April 21) 

April 28 5th Sunday of Easter 

Nursery 

Children … Music, 

Lesson, Snack, Craft  

Youth … Games and 

Spiritual Gains 

Parents …  Coffee and 

Conversation 

Adults … Galatians Bible 

Study 

Inquirer’s Gathering 

April 29 A Place at the Table 

Feeding Ministry  

TODAY, at 10:10, we'll continue our study of Paul's 

letter the Galatians, which was written "in the heat of 

controversy," because Paul thought some in the 

community were pushing false teachings that violated 

his understanding of the essence of Christianity.   We'll 

continue our discussion of Chapter One, "What 

Happens to People Pleasers?"  (pp. 1-12); for those who have the booklet, 

you might focus especially on the sections on Luther's response to 

Galatians and the question of the chapter—what happens to people 

pleasers?  No need to have read that, though, to participate.  We'll focus 

on Galatians 1:6-24, which you can read ahead of time if you wish.   

TEAMS NIGHT 

THIS TUESDAY, April 23 

5:45 Light Appetizers  

6:15 Devotion 

6:30 Session 1 

7:00 Session 2 
(for those who need to split time between teams) 

7:30 Reporting Out for Collaboration 
 

This is an incredible opportunity to develop team 

members, make summer plans, discuss budget 

needs, and collaborate! 

He is risen, indeed! 

As a reminder of the Resurrection, we 

invite you to participate in the Savior 

Search which will go through the Easter 

Season. That’s right, there are 100 risen 

Jesuses hidden all throughout SJLC!  



 

 

SJLC Mission Statement  
“Growing God’s Servants, Serving God’s People.”  

SJLC Vision Statement 
To foster a grace-filled relationship with God and  

neighbor, we love inclusively, grow spiritually  
and serve faithfully 

Inquirers’ Gathering  

Sunday, April 28 at 12:15 pm 
 

Interested in learning more about life 

as a Lutheran? 

Want to know more about the ministries 

 of St. John’s? 

Curious about the ways you might plug into  

this diverse downtown family of faith? 
 

Please plan to participate in our Inquirers’ Gath-

ering Sunday, April 28 at 12:15 pm in the 

Sparks Fellowship Hall.  Lunch will be served, so 

please RSVP to Toni at  

toni@sjlcknox.org.  

Questions? Please e-mail Pastor Amy at 

amy@sjlcknox.org. 
 

“Saved by grace, through faith, apart from works of the Law!” 

B.E.E.R. in April 
 

We had such a nice 

turnout last month, and 

now, it’s time to look 

forward to our next 

gathering. B.E.E.R. 

(Brothers Engaged in Enriching Relationships) will 

meet on Tuesday, April 30th at 6:00 at Barrelhouse 

for some friendly conversation and to catch up. 

Barrelhouse also serves non-alcoholic drinks and 

some pretty tasty food. If you’ve been on the fence 

about hopping in, we encourage you to do so! Free 

first pint to any newcomers! 
 

Contact Garry Menendez menendez@utk.edu or 

Matt Whitehead mattdwhitehead@gmail.com if you 

have any questions. Hope to see you there!  

SAM (Senior Adult Ministry)  
Wednesday, May 1 at 11:30 am 

Lunch: Catered by Salsarita’s Fresh 

Cantina 

Your Cost: $5 
 

RSVP: Mary Cole at memecole@comcast.net or  

865-370-3132 (cell) 
 

Birthday Celebration: We will have cupcakes and sing 

Happy Birthday honoring everyone’s birthday throughout the 

year. 
 

Blessing Basket: Please bring paper towels and/or toilet 

paper. 
 

Program: Mary Sophia Hawks, Parish Nurse from Messiah 

Lutheran Church, will share Five Suggestions for Healthy 

Living for Seniors. In addition, I have asked her to sing a few 

songs accompanied by Pastor John. Mary Sophia has a 

beautiful voice, and I know you will enjoy her music. 
 

May is our last meeting until September. I hope to see all of 

you at this gathering. Please RSVP for lunch. 
 

I hope you have a wonderful summer. I’ll see you in church. 
 

God’s peace and love, Mary 

Congregational Potluck 

Sunday, May 5 at 12:00 Noon 

Sparks Fellowship Hall 

Cole’s incredible BBQ is our entrée! 

By last name, please bring: 

A - H Salads or fruit 

J - P Vegetables or Sides 

Q - Z Dessert 
 

Please join us for this delicious gathering! 

Two Save-The-Dates! 
May 19 Open Streets Celebration from  

  2:00 to 6:00 PM on Emory Place 

June 3-7 Lutheridge Day Camp at Messiah   
  Lutheran Church 

mailto:menendez@utk.edu
mailto:mattdwhitehead@gmail.com
mailto:memecole@comcast.net


 

 

Church Office 
544 N. Broadway, Knoxville, TN 37917 

865.523.3330 

865.524.7895•(fax) 

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9:00am - 4:30 pm | 

 Email:  INFO@sjlcknox.org • Website:  www.sjlcknox.org 

All readings and hymns are from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22059. 


